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From the tiny lamp to the blazing sun,
‘Flame’ took several dimensions in
the mindscape of Mythili Prakash.
Divya chose Margam to present
‘Inspiration’

A

spotlight casts its golden glow on
the dancer’s forearms holding an
Anjali mudra, in the darkened environs
of the stage. The fingers start moving
slowly, gathering momentum, until in a
state of suspended animation the arms
fade away and what we see is a flame
rising upwards in glowing splendour.
Divya Devaguptapu | Photo Credit:
M_Karunakaran;M_Karunakaran This memorable moment, in Mythili
Prakash’s performance captured the
essence of the theme, Jwala, with great precision. The occasion was ARTery’s
Ekam festival, curated by Ramanathan Iyer.
The cosmic energy of the sun god riding his chariot was captured by the dancer
entering the stage at Spaces, before moving on to present his impact on the
Earth. Images of the blooming lotus drawing life from the sun, the rise of clouds
and drops of rain, were a few sancharis danced to a musical composition
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combining Aditya Hridayam and other Vedic chants with rhythmic patterns.
‘Agni kunjonru’ the powerful verse of Subramania Bharati, heralded the next
item ‘Jwala — The Flame’. The two facets of flame, one of a life-giving force and
the other as a destructive force were depicted by the dancer with detailed
delineation of the fire being lit in the Homa Kundam contrasting with the
image of lighting of a pyre. And then there was the little lamp that a mother
lights and places in the alcove, while singing to her child. Mythili conveyed the
feeling of Vatsalya Bhava in an appealing manner for the song ‘Chinnanchiru
Kiliye.’
The flame that forms a ring around the dancing Nataraja and the inner flame of
Sakti was the theme of the next song with the dancer portraying the masculine
and feminine aspects. “Hope is only in faith,” says Meerabai to dispel darkness
from our lives. “Oh Lord Hari, come and save us,” goes the song ‘Hari Tum Haro,’
tuned by R. Vaidyanathan.
Mythili in Shradha explored the stories of Draupadi, Gajendra Moksham with
detailed sancharis in keeping with the lyric. However, she underplayed the
feelings sought to be expressed in this theme, diluting its impact in the process.
The flame that travelled from cosmic to the physical, positive to negative, now
looks inwards seeking liberation. A beautiful composition by Hajrat Zaheen Taji
(music scored by Muzaffar Ali and Aditya Prakash) came alive with the dancer
moving around in circles discarding physical matter before returning to her
quest for Jwala —the inner flame. A team of talented musicians with Aditya
Prakash and Sushma Somashekaran on the vocals, Aadith Narayanan wielding
the cymbals, Eshwar Ramakrishnan on the violin, and K.P. Ramesh Babu on the
mridangam contributed to the success of the show. Victor Paulraj’s lighting
design was an asset.
With a good collection of poems, songs, slokas, rhythmic and melodic notes,
Mythili’s performance pushed the boundaries of the art form without deviating
from its grammar.
Inspiration was the theme of dancer Divya Devaguptapu’s performance at the
Ekam festival and she presented her thought process as Margam.
She was aided by the musical ensemble consisting of Sridev Rajagopalan
(vocals), Adith Narayanan (nattuvangam), Rijesh Gopalakrishnan (violin),
Ramesh Babu (mridangam) and Sunil Kumar (ganjira).
The inspiring edifice of temple architecture and the sculptures there was woven
into a depiction that was structured in an Alarippu with slokas and rhythmic
syllables in Misra Chapu tala. The dancer captured the grandeur of the temples
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with her movements at a leisurely pace and the little details of lighting of
lamps, ringing of the temple bell and festive decorations enhanced the
depiction.

Varnam adapted
A Sriranjani Varnam sung by M.D. Ramanathan — composed by Tiger
Varadachariar in 4 kalai Adi taalam — was adapted well by Divya. This Varnam —
‘Yehi Manmatha Kodi’ with a sakhi as a protagonist and addressed to Lord
Krishna — elaborates the pining state of the nayika. Descriptions of nature and
the pangs of the heroine were some expressive moments of abhinaya. The
rhythmic interludes were presented with competence and conviction by the
dancer.
The dancer’s maturity in abhinaya came to the fore in telling the story of Kunti’s
dilemma, the music based on a Telugu poem.
The anger that she has against the sage who gave her the boon, Surya for giving
her the child, the thought of carrying an illegitimate child, nevertheless
mingled with love, and finally the sorrow with which she discards the child
were beautifully expressed by the dancer. It was a poignant moment, when she
splashes water on her face to come back to reality, having been distracted by
affection for the child.
The thani avarthanam of a Carnatic concert was adapted for the final rhythmic
composition. The jatis in varied korvais composed by Ramesh Babu was danced
with vigour to conclude on an energetic note.
Divya’s performance showed her as a talented artiste, but one really wished she
had been more creative — go beyond Margam to deal with the theme of
Inspiration.

http://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/dance/mythili-prakash-and-divy…ured-the-respective-themes-in-their-performance/article19593532.ece

Page 3 of 7

Mythili Prakash and Divya Devaguptapu captured the respective themes in their performance - The Hindu

9/21/17, 3)53 PM

Bay Club 5-Day Pass
Welcome To The Bay Area's Premier
Fitness Facilities. Get Your Pass
Now-Offer Expires Soon

EXPAND

Dance For the love of Kathak

Dance Dance to a different beat

Dance Keeping the tradition alive

Dance Freedom of movement

Dance Sri Rama Nataka Niketan:
The abhinaya impact

Trending in Dance

Dance Beautiful like the dream
girl

Dance In step with creativity

Dance To sir, with reverence

Dance Navratri: time to paint the
town red
http://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/dance/mythili-prakash-and-divy…ured-the-respective-themes-in-their-performance/article19593532.ece

Page 4 of 7

Mythili Prakash and Divya Devaguptapu captured the respective themes in their performance - The Hindu

9/21/17, 3)53 PM

Dance Shiva and Parvati unite in
dance

Dance Two devotees, one deity

Dance
Graceful
You
Might
Alsomovements
Like
Locate Anyone by
Entering a Name (This…
TruthFinder
Dance Novel expression
Top TV Moms: Where
Are They Now?
AARPhero’s lens
Dance From the
Recommended by

Dance With sky as the canopy
.

Dance There are birds here

You have to try this Game if you have a
Dance Fired with imagination
Computer!
rivercombat.com

Dance Innovation is the trend

A modern interpretation in a 
Dance She way
stoops to conquer
classical
For Janani Murali, dance and Indian
mythology take on a new meaning in her latest
performance

Dance Dance like a man

S H I L PA S E B A S T I A N R

Dance Flight of the Swans

Dance Aye, hip hoppers!

Dance A modern interpretation in
a classical way

http://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/dance/mythili-prakash-and-divy…ured-the-respective-themes-in-their-performance/article19593532.ece

Page 5 of 7

Mythili Prakash and Divya Devaguptapu captured the respective themes in their performance - The Hindu

9/21/17, 3)53 PM

Dance Lion drawing gains fresh
colours

Dance Dancing to the 1,000 names

Dance Music struck a dominant
note

Dance Changing landscapes of the
body

Changing landscapes of the 
body
Danceand
Varied
styles,
myriad
Ancient
modern,
esoteric
and everyday,
moods
body and spirit, all come together in
Hemabharathy Palani’s contemporary dance
piece ‘Yashti’
Dance
about
H
A R S H I N Much
I V A K K Aado
LANK
A

a debut

Over 40 million
people living in
Dance Theoryslavery
of multiplicity
worldwide:
ILO
Man killed in Delhi
Dance For thefor
love
of Kathak
objecting
to
smoking
on, beat
Dance Dance 30
to months
a different
missing T.N. woman
Top Picks in The
Hinduwith
today
reunites
kin
Dance Keeping the tradition alive
‘Newton’ review:
short, straighforward,
but far from simple
Dance Freedom of movement
India Club in London
fights for survival
Dance Sri Rama Nataka Niketan:
The abhinaya impact
Deepika regal in first
‘Padmavati’ poster
Dance Beautiful like the dream
girl
'Jai Lava Kusa'
The many
Dance In stepreview:
with creativity
faces of NTR
Tata Nexon Compact
Dance To sir, SUV
withpriced
reverence
at Ũ 5.85
lakh

http://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/dance/mythili-prakash-and-divy…ured-the-respective-themes-in-their-performance/article19593532.ece

Page 6 of 7

Mythili Prakash and Divya Devaguptapu captured the respective themes in their performance - The Hindu

9/21/17, 3)53 PM

Dance Navratri:
time
to paint
the
China
restores
350
town red
kmph commercial
bullet train
Dance Shiva and Parvati unite in
Cinema quiz: All
dance
aboard the NRI train

Over 40 million
people living in
slavery worldwide:
PopularILO
in Real Estate
Man killed in Delhi
Understanding
Real
for objecting
Estate:
Incometo
from
smoking
House
Property
Advice for Buying a
Home from People
Who've Been There,
Don..
Powered by

30 months
on,
‘Newton’
review:
missing
T.N. woman
short, straighforward,
reunites
withsimple
kin
but
far from
India Club in London
fights for survival

Deepika regal in first
‘Padmavati’ poster

http://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/dance/mythili-prakash-and-divy…ured-the-respective-themes-in-their-performance/article19593532.ece

Page 7 of 7

